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You can change Europe www.citizens-initiative. eu ‘e, the undersigned, want the Eurean Union
L " Jive legal force to the European Citizens

The heartbeat of any democracy are its citizens. The European Citizensnhitiative is deeply rooted ata- mggs[:\\;e Wghere onenillion European citizens

Europe is no exception: it is currently going through tional and local levelThis is crucial for the success of tl I ’n the European @onission to proposée

a transition - from just an economic community to whole campaign. Consequentlye have Regional Co can call 0 hange to Eungean law.”

a vibrant union of people. In order tdl [European ordinators in mosdf the EU member stateBhey are the ac g

democracy with life, citizens must take centre- Ir st ones to be contacted if you wish to have informat

stage now” about planned actions in your home country or region /w/‘

So what could we do
concretely?

To give citizens opportunities to innce the political
agenda, we need new tools for participation. In this
context, theright of initiative is ore of the most
effective proposals. Therefore, with this campaign,
we call for its immediate introduction.

Itis up to youto meke it a success and shape the future
of Europe" Support the campaign and help us collect The ECI campaign is supported by:
as many signatures as possible across Europe to put

pressure on EU decision makers to implement this @ ' HEINRICH
right. You will be part of a fresh, creative and exciting B King Baudouin BOLL
campaignfor a more democratic, citizen-friendly Foundation FOUNDATION

EU REGIONAL OFFICE

Europe.



What is the Right
of European Citizens’
Initiative?

The right of European Citizensiitiative (ECI) would
allow one million European citizens to propose concrete
policy and law changes to the European Commission,
enabling them to directly indence the agenda of the

European Union.

Why don’t we
have this right yet?

Many in#uential decision makers see the ECI only as
part of a general institutional reform of the European
Union. In fact, the ECI was already included in article
[-47.4 of the draft constitution. However, the EU is
currently facing a deep crisis of catence that makes
great reforms less likely to happen. An agenda set by
citizens themselves could helpd ways out of this
deadlock and rebuild trust into politics. It is now up to
us to call for the right to have an impact.

What is the objective of éh
ECIl-campaign?

Our objective is to introduce the Eur@meCitizens’
Initiative into European lawlf implementa, the
European Commission would babliged to deal
with the proposals submitted by avene milion
citizens, if they takénto account the democratand
human rights values enshrined in the EU @éraof
Fundamental Rights and theuropean Convention
on Human Rights. The Commission woul@vie
to follow up the proposals andtegrate them into
its legislative procss, or at least givehe publc a
detailed explanation as to hoand why it deaed
otherwise

The ECI Co-ordinatiofean believes it is nexssary
to discuss further the impescof the right ofnitiative
on the aims for equal opportur@s and protetion
of minorities. These aspects have to be considered
throughout its implementation.

Once we have colleaiea considerable number of
signhatureswe will demand the introduction of ¢h
ECI. We are convinced that without further publi
pressure this innovative democratic instrument wi
not come into force soon.

Campaign radmap

After many preparations we are now in the mo
challenging phase of the campaign - collectir
signatures. In this stage your engagement and sup
is most needed.

The campaign will not end after the signatures ha
been collected. At that point, we will focus on lobbyin
towards EU decision makers for a practicable, citize
friendly implementation of the ECWe will also use
experience from our campaign as a guideline for t
standards that need to be dedl for future legislation.
Wewill not rest until the ECI has beemdly codi! edin
European law and is ready for use.

The European Citizenghitiative is, by dehition, a
Europe-wide campaign. It is conducted by agdar
number of civil society organisations coming from &
over EuropeTo !n d out more about the structure of th
campaign, the supporting organisations, and ways
getting involved, please visit:

WWW.citizens-initiative.euJ




