
“We, the undersigned, want the European Union 

to give legal force to the European Citizens’ 

Initiative, where one million European citizens 

can call on the European Commission to propose 

a change to European law.”

MAKE YOUR
VOI CE HEARD!

You can change Europe
The heartbeat of any democracy are its citizens. 
Europe is no exception: it is currently going through 
a transition - from just an economic community to 
a vibrant union of people. In order to ! ll European 
democracy with life, citizens must take centre-
stage now" 

So what could we do 
concretely? 
To give citizens opportunities to in# uence the political 
agenda, we need new tools for participation. In this 
context, the right of initiative is one of the most 
effective proposals. Therefore, with this campaign, 
we call for its immediate introduction. 

It is up to you to make it a success and shape the future 
of Europe" Support the campaign and help us collect 
as many signatures as possible across Europe to put 
pressure on EU decision makers to implement this 
right. You will be part of a fresh, creative and exciting 
campaign for a more democratic, citizen-friendly 
Europe. 

The daily business and the general coordination of the 
campaign is taken care of by the ECI Co-ordination 
Team: 

European Citizens’ Initiative
Rue Royale 87, B-1000 Brussels
Phone: +32 (0)2 209 62 37 / +32 (0)2 644 61 48 
Fax:   +32 (0)2 245 62 60
info@citizens-initiative.eu
www.citizens-initiative.eu

CONTACT

The European Citizens’ Initiative is deeply rooted at na-
tional and local level. This is crucial for the success of the 
whole campaign. Consequently, we have Regional Co-
ordinators in most of the EU member states. They are the 
! r st ones to be contacted if you wish to have information 
about planned actions in your home country or region.

The ECI campaign is supported by:



What is the Right
of European Citizens’
Initiative? 
The right of European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI) would 
allow one million European citizens to propose concrete 
policy and law changes to the European Commission, 
enabling them to directly in# uence the agenda of the 
European Union. 

Why don’t we
have this right yet? 
Many in# uential decision makers see the ECI only as 
part of a general institutional reform of the European 
Union. In fact, the ECI was already included in article 
I-47.4 of the draft constitution. However, the EU is 
currently facing a deep crisis of con! dence that makes 
great reforms less likely to happen. An agenda set by 
citizens themselves could help ! nd ways out of this 
deadlock and rebuild trust into politics. It is now up to 
us to call for the right to have an impact. 

What is the objective of the 
ECI-campaign? 
Our objective is to introduce the European Citizens’ 
Initiative into European law. If implemented, the 
European Commission would be obliged to deal 
with the proposals submitted by over one million 
citizens, if they take into account the democratic and 
human rights values enshrined in the EU Charter of 
Fundamental Rights and the European Convention 
on Human Rights. The Commission would have 
to follow up the proposals and integrate them into 
its legislative process, or at least give the public a 
detailed explanation as to how and why it decided 
otherwise 
The ECI Co-ordination Team believes it is necessary 
to discuss further the impacts of the right of initiative 
on the aims for equal opportunities and protection 
of minorities. These aspects have to be considered 
throughout its implementation.
Once we have collected a considerable number of 
signatures, we will demand the introduction of the 
ECI. We are convinced that without further public 
pressure this innovative democratic instrument will  
not come into force soon. 
 

Campaign roadmap
After many preparations we are now in the most 
challenging phase of the campaign - collecting 
signatures. In this stage your engagement and support 
is most needed. 
The campaign will not end after the signatures have 
been collected. At that point, we will focus on lobbying 
towards EU decision makers for a practicable, citizen-
friendly implementation of the ECI. We will also use 
experience from our campaign as a guideline for the 
standards that need to be de! ned for future legislation. 
We will not rest until the ECI has been ! nally codi! ed in 
European law and is ready for use. 

www.citizens-initiative.eu

The European Citizens’ Initiative is, by de! nition, a 
Europe-wide campaign. It is conducted by a large 
number of civil society organisations coming from all 
over Europe. To ! n d out more about the structure of the 
campaign, the supporting organisations, and ways of 
getting involved, please visit:

European Union. European Union. 


